HARD M E AS UR E, 
oR | e 

A REAL STATEMENT OF FACTS, | .; 

LETTER 


BURG ESS ES, axd FREEMEN BURG Ess Es, 


OF THE 


OWN or SHREWSBURY. 


WITH A FEW EXPOSTULATIONS AND REMARKS k 


Addreſſed to the new Candidate 
The Honourable WILLIAM HILL. 


Occaſtoned by the very peculiar and unwarrantable manner, in which he has repeatedly 
introduced the name of Sir RICHARD HILL, into his late printed Addreſses. 


| Et Tu Brute! ! ! 


— — — 


It is not an open Enemy that hath done me this diſhonour, for then I could | I 


have borne it; but it was even thou my Companion, and my own Familiar 
Friend,” 


Bock of _ | 


By Sir RICHARD HILE, Bart. g. 


The Third Edition with Alterations and large Additions. 


Printed for J. Sroc R DALE, and to be had of all the Bookſellers in 
Shrewſbury. 


PRICE SIX-PE NCE. 


*** 


Any Elector * the Borough of Shrewſbury, will oblige 
Sir Richard Hill, by calling for, and accepting one ot theſe letters; 
and whatever profits may afterwards arije from the Sale of 


them, will be given in Meat and Bread, to the Priſoners in the 
County Gaol, 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
—5ð:! 2 * 


THE predicament in which I ftand with 
regard to my brother, makes it very difficult 
for me to know how to expreſs myſelf in many 
inſtances. I have, however, in general, en- 
deavoured to write as a third perſon no ways 
related; and if I have occaſionally uſed the 
words my brother,” it is chiefly to avoid 
repetition, and to prevent the name of Hill ſo 
often occurring, as well as to keep clear of ſo 
many egotiſms, which are never very agreeable; 
and though I have not the honor of being a Bur- 
geſs myſelf, I ſometimes ſpeak as one of that re- 
ſpectable body, looking upon our cauſe as a com- 
mon one: Beſides replying to the perſonal attack 


upon me by Mr. W. Hill (for when I conſider 


the reaſons for which my name is introduced, 
I can conſider it in no other light), I have 
ſtill other, and I truſt more diſintereſted views 
in this publication than the vindication of my- 
ſelf, and the defence of my brother. Theſe 
views are to give a real ſtatement of facts; to 
ſhew at whoſe door all the confuſion and diſcord, 
in which the borough of Shrewſbury is involved, 
lies; and to preſerve if poſſible, the free- 
dom and independence of that borough, againſt 
and under any attacks or encroachments 
| which 
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which may be made upon them, come they 
from what quarter they may. The ſervice I 

have undertaken I am 8 aware will be unwel- 

come to ſome, but 1 rſuaded it will be 
acceptable to many; ty ve think that both love 
and gratitude to the town, as well as reſpect 
and juſtice to the preſent members, require this 
ſmall tribute at my hands. Indeed, repeatedly 
called upon as I am by Mr. W. Hill, 1 think 
ſome reply from me was almoſt unavoidable, 

0 though when I. began it, I little thought of ex- 

tending-.it, to the preſent length, — only to 

have aijjwered what related to myſelf in Mr." W. 

Hill' 8 ente however, one obſervation 

broug ht on Others, and fo on, till I reſolved to 

digeſt the whole into the form of a pamphlet; 
and if I were to loſe the friendſhip of thou - 
ſands by ſo doing, of which however I have no 
fear, whilſt J have juſtice on my ſide, and can- 


dor on that of my readers, I will declare the 


truth, the whole truth, and nothing (deſign- 


edly) but the truth; to which I add—8O 
HELP ME-GOD. | 


Dec. 15, 1795. 


RICHARD HILL. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


Every attempt to preſerve the peace of 
Shrewſbury and its neighbourhood, by thoſe who are 
the trve friends of both, having been rendered entirely 
abortive, and that reſtleſs ſpirit of ambition or envy, 
or both united, after having been long undermining 
and working underground, forming ſecret combi- 
nations and alliances, yet hardly daring to ſtalk 
abroad, except by night, as if aſhamed that the ſun 
ſhould be witneſs to its tranſactions, having now throwa 
off all diſguiſe and 1eftraint, appears under a thou- 
{ſand hideous forms, has attacked our ancient bul- 
warks, and entered within our venerable walls. 


The conteſt is begun. The battle waxes warm. 
But what conteſt is this? What battle do we ſpeak of? 
In few wo: ds, it is a battle for our rights and liberties; 
a conteſt whether or no this borough ſhall or ſhall 
not have the privilege of eleCting its own members. 
Whether ariſtocratic influence {hall prevail and break 
down all before it, leading both burgeſſes and free- 
men linked together in chains, or whether the inde- 
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pendence of Shrewſbury ſhall reſiſt and eriuimf over 
every machination ſecret or open to enſlave it. 


That this is no wrong ſtatement of the caſe, will ap- 
pear moſt evident if we conſider who are our — 
members. 


SIR WILLIAM PuLTznY, Bart. and 
Joux HILL, Eſq, 


The former has had the honor of repreſenting you 
in Parliament for ſeveral ſeſſions; was the great in- 
ſtrument of reſtoring to the freemen the right If 
ſuffrage, and ever ſince he firlt took his ſeat, wiſdom, 
uprightneſs, and ſtrict attendance, have regulated his 
conduct and diſtinguiſhed his character, 


But the new candidate has poſitively declared, 
that it is not againſt Sir William Pulteney that he 
levels the dart; it muſt therefore be againſt your 
other very ceſpectable member (for ſo I hope an own 
brother, who ought to know him beſt, may call him) 


Mr. John Hill. 


But why ſo? Are the worthy electors of the town 
of Shrewſbury now on a ſudden diffatisfied with 
Mr, J. Hill's parliamentary conduct, after it has ſtood 
the teſt, and had the approbation of near twelve years 
experience? If there are any complaints againſt him, 
from whence do they originate? Is he ſuſpected of 
want of loyalty to the King? Ts his attachment to 
the conſtitution called in queſtion! ? and if ſo, by 


whom ? Has he not in every inſtance in his power, 


ſhewn his affection and gratitude to the town of 
Shrewſbury? Has he ever been inattentive to the 
wiſhes of any one individual of that place, whenever 
he was able to ſerve them ? or has he ever neglected 
to attend any public meeting where the intereſts W 
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the borough at large were concerned? Where is the 
man who can or dares come forward, and bring any 
ſuch accuſation againſt him ? What need therefore 
of a change, to gratify the high ambition of an aſpiring 
youth, (I chooſe to keep as cloſe to Mr. W. Hill's 

own words as poſſible) who tells you that when that 
ambition ſhall be gratifiea, i. e. by your ſupporting him 
in the work of molt gratefully turning out his on 


relation and beſt friend, his obligations and gra- 


titude to you will then be ſo wonderfully great, that 
you may depend upon his conſtant and ſedulous at- 
tention © to the peculiar intereſts of the borough, 
together with a firm and equal attachment to the quſt 
prerogatives of the crown, and the envicd privileges 


of the Britiſh people.” 


But to come till a little cloſer. 

Mr. 1 Hill is the near relation of the new young 
candidate, whoſe father, the late worthy Lord Ber- 
wick, left him executor to his will, and bequeathed | 
the property of his chvldren to his care, as one of 
his truſtees. This truſt during their minority he 
fulfilled with unwearied diligence, uniting the 
utmoſt tenderneſs to their perſons, with the trueſt 
regard to their intereſts, whnli: the long and tried 
friendſhip he had experienced from the deceaſed 
father, made him doubly happy in teſtifying his at- 
fection for the children. But could that late truly 


right honourable character now know what was , 
going forward on the ſtage of life, cculd he behold 


thoſe very ſons, who in their infancy he had in a pe- 
culiar manner conligned to the care of his mach 
eſteemed friend and relation Mr. John F ill, could 
he, I ſay, behold them almoſt as foor as their beards 
were grown, exerciſing all their power and influence 
againſt that very friend and relation whom he fo 
highly loved and valued, it is hard to afftium which 


would have been greateſt, his turpri ze or his grief at 
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the ungrateful treatment with which two of his ſons“ 
had recompenſed all their protector's care. 


In order to obviate this idea, which muſt ſtrike 


the mind of every one, a falſehood of all others the 


moſt groſs and palpable that ever diſgraced an elec- 
tion conteſt, has been induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, 
and by ſome believed; though had the ſtory been 
true, it would have been not leſs to the prejudice of 
Lord Berwick himſelf, than of Mr. J. Hill, ſince in 
reality it amounted to nothing ſhort of a compromiſe 
between them to barter away the freedom of the 
borough, and to place it under the nod of ariſtocratic 
influence. The falſehood I allude to, 1s, that Mr. 
J. Hill accepted his ſeat, under promiſe of reigning 
it as ſoon as Lord Berwick ſhould have a ſon of ſuf- 
ficient age to take it, 


But beſides that Lord Berwick was out of the 
country at the time Mr. J. Hill was invited to offer 
himſelf, and that Mr. Corbet of Sundorn was the firſt 
gentleman he conſulted, and who honoured him with 
the moſt cordial ſupport; can any man who knew 
the late judicious Lord Berwick ſuppoſe him capable 
of making fuch a propoſal? Can any man who 
knows Mr. J. Hill ſuppoſe him capable of entering 
into a bargain ſo ſhameſul and inſulting to the town, ſo 
degrading to himſelf and his family, and which ſtrikes 
as immediately at the virtue, the honour, the inde- 
pendence of Shrewſbury at large, as it does at the 


' conſequence of every gentleman of weight and pro- 


perry in it's vicinity; Lord Berwick (the ſuppoſed 
contractor) excepted, 

But, if there were nothing elſe to contradi& fo 
baſe a calumny, (let who may be the founder of it, 


* We ſay wo cf his ſons, becauſe their amiable younger 
brother has, I believe, taken no part in theſe tranſactions. 


„ 
he dares not come forth) the very flattering and ho- 
novrable manner in which Mr. J. Hill was firſt called 


and choſen, muſt immediately put it ro ſilence, and 
conſign it to that horrible pit out of which it aroſe. 


It is now freſh in the recollection of many, thac 
Mr. J. Hill's firſt call to parliament was as unſought 
by himſelf, as it was liberal in the many reſpectable 
gentlemen who then joined, (Lord Berwick being at 
that time abſent) in giving him the moſt preſſing 
invitation to offer himſelf, in preference of two 
other candidates: This invitation however was 
at firſt refuſed, with every expreſſion of humility 
and thankfullneſs, and it was not till after a very 
earneit repetition of it that it was accepted: And 
Lord Berwick then returning to Attingham, con- 
curred in the general wiſh in behalf of his friend and 
relation Mr, Juhn Hill. | 


Thus moſt honourably invited, and in a manner 
ſo very flattering to himſelf, by many gentlemen of 
leading intereſt, and wellcomed by the voters at 
large, will the electors of Shrewſbury (that free an- 
cient, independent town, in which venality and cor- 
ruption have never dared to ſhew their frightful 
heads,) ſuffer a member who, on account of the ex- 
cellency of his own private character, (ſtill pardon 
fraternal affection) was brought forward and ſeated 
by their own free united voices, and who has always 
ſerved them in the Britiſh ſenate in the moſt upright 
independent manner, unfettered by place or penſion, 
promiſe or deuceur, to be turned out of parhament 
by the dictator ial mandate of a juvenile peer, or by 


the combinatioa of any two or three great names 
united ? 


But to return more particularly to Mr. W. Hill's 
own advertiſement, which to prevent the ſmalleſt 
miſrepreſentatiun, now follows verbatim, 


To 
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To the Worthy and Independent Burgeſſes and Freemen 
Burgeſſes of the Town of Shrewſbury. 


GENTLEMEN, 


ENCOURAGED by the many flattering Teſtimonies of Re- 
gard you have ſo frequently conferred upon my Family, I aſpire 
to the high Honour of repreſenting in Parliament the Town of 
Shrewſbury, at the next General Election; and, wi.ile I thus 
anx:ouſly ſolicit your Favour and Support, muſt intreat your 
Attention to ſome Remarks I ſhall preſume to offer on an Addreſs 


circulated this Morning, and ſigned by my Couſin, ycur preſent 
Member. 


* 
— 


The firſt Sentence charges me with an Attack upon the Per- 
fonal Character of this reſpectable Relation, which I unequivo- 
cally diſown ;—neither by myſelf or Friends, has it been aſſerted 
that Mr. John Hill was under any Engagement to reſign his Seat, 
whenever one of our Family was qualificd to take it,——It is 
true my Father, though certainly incapable of making any diſba- 
zourable Bargain, doubtleſs harbowred the Vi, and had he known 
Heſs of the human Mind, might have entertained the Expe@ation, 
tkat ſuch a Sacrifice would be made; as Sir Richard Hill had 
expreſſed in Converſation with a common Friend, his high Senſe 
of the Obligation his Brother owed to my Father's Support, 
and, as it was then underſtood, more than infinuated ſuch an 


Intention. 


But no Thought was ever entertained of claiming this as a 


Promiſe; other, indeed far different Circumſtances, foſter in my 


Mind the flattering Idea of repreſenting you. — The long and un- 
interrupted Friendſhip my two immediate Anceſtois had uui formly 
maintained with very many of the moſt reſpcQable Burgeſſes and 
Freemen—the Contiguity of the Family Property—the conſtant 
Expendituie of an opulent Income, joined to the Perſonal Coun- 
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tenance and Support of moſt of the Neighbouring Gentlemen— 
Theſe concurring Advantages induced me to ſubmit my Preten- 
ſions to your Deciſion. 


But it is aſked, © Why is the Peace of the Town thus early in- 
© yvaded?” ——'To. this, a Statement of Facts is my Anſwer, 
My Reſolution taken, Mr. John Hill was candidly apprized 
of it — And he will have the goodneſs to recollect, that though 
for my own Part, diſpoſed immediately to inform the worthy 
Hlectors of my Intention, at his Requeit that Inclination was 
ſuppreſſed, and a public Declaration deterred by mutual Engage- 
ment, from which HE afterwards requ?ſted to be relealed. In 
the Interim, common Prudence diftated an immediate Applica- 
tion to thoſe Friends, upon whom my Support depended. 
And will my Opponent ſay that his own Conduct has becn the 
Reverſc ?: Have not his Friends written in the moſt preſſing 
Terms to their Connections? Has Sir Richard, or Himſelf been 
wanting in any mode of Solicitation ? 


But Defence, not recrimination, is the Object of this Addrefs 
—] haſten, therefore, to anſwer another Imputation—* That 1 
„ mean to trench on the Free Rights of this Independent Bo- 
* rough.” — This Accuſation can only, it is preſumed, allude to 
my having ſolicited the Aſſiſtance of ſome Gentlemen in the 
Vicinity.—And am I culpable for this? Surely not—I both con- 
ſeſs the Fact, and defend its Principle. —H:hout moſt numerous 
Aſſurances of Approbation and Support, it would have ill become 
me, lightly to involve the Town in Conteſt and Diſſention.— 
Vith ſuch Sanction, my Hopes have been elevated, my Perleve- 
rance is juſtified. - Conſequently, the Worthy and Independent 


Electors may aſſure themſelves of my taking the Senſe of the 


Town in the laſt Inftance, and ſhould that Event decide the Con- 
teſt in my Favour, and gratify my higheſt Ambition, they may 
depend upon my conſtant and ſedulous Attention to the peculiar 
Intereſts of their Borough, togethec with a firm and equal At- 
tachmeut 


———— 
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tachment to the juſt Prerogatives of the Crawn, and the envied 


Privileges of the Britiſh People. | | 


©, With the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude for the Reception I have 


met with amongſt you, 
I have the Honour to remain, Gentlemea, 
Your moſt obliged and devoted 


humble Servant, 


WILLIAM HILL. 
Mitingham, 


4th Dec. 1795. 


My name having been twice introduced, and in- 
vidiouſly brought forward in this adveritiement, 
at a time too when I was abſent from Shropſhire, at- 
tending my parliamentary duty, left ſilence ſhould be 
conftrued into acquieſcence, I feel myſelf, however 
reluctantly, under the abſolute neceſſity of ging an 
exact ſtatement of what is there alluded to, as far as 
I can enter into Mr. W. Hill's meaning: and if in 
doing this I am led into a diſcuſſion on the whole of 
the ſubject of the oppoſition, I muſt claim che indul- 
gence of thoſe both in the county at large, and in the 
reſpectable town of Shrewſbury in particular, whoſe 
friendſhip and good-will I have ever eſteemed it my 
honor to culavate and my happineſs to merit. 


The moſt pointed ſtroke in this advertiſement, is 
that which is levelled at a part the moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of feeling its ſeverity; I mean that, which 
under the expreſiion © bad my father known leſs of 
the human mind, &c.“ conveys no dubious inſinua- 
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tion both againſt my honor, my veracity, and my 


probity., But if theſe are gone, farewell every thing 


elſe, ſince the man who exiſts without them only lives 
to diſgrace himſelf, and to be the peſt of ſociety. 
If Mr. W. Hill has any ather meaning to fix on the 
expreſſion, I ſhail be very happy to admit his own 
interpretation ; but it appears to me, that the only 
conſtruction which common ſenſe can put upon it, 
is, that if the late Lord Berwick had not known Sir 
Richard Hill fo well as he did, he might have er- 
pected that Sir Richard would have ſhewn himſelf a 


man of honor. | 


I now deg leave to ſtate that the very firſt word 1 
had ever heard of any promiſe or compromiſe hat- 
ever, either before or ſince my brother had the honor 
of his ſeat in Parliament, was from a very reſpectable 
gentleman of large property in the neighbourhood of 
Shrewſbury, Mr. Corbet of Sundorn, who I am p:r- 
ſuaded had not the ſmalleſt doubt of what he aſſerted 


on that head, and ?herefore (to uſe his own word,) had 
come to the reſolution of withholding the kind 2nd 


powerful ſupport with which he had on a former occa- 


ſion honored my brother, in oder to give it to Mr. W. 
Hill. This letter from Mr. Corbet was in anſwer to one 
I wrote to him requelting his intereſt in my brother's 
behalf, and this I thought was only a ſmall mark of 
attention and reſpect to one, who had long been ſo 
good a friend to us both. I did not however, do 
this till ſome time after my arrival in London; 
beſides this letter, I wrote to two or three confidential 
friends, but all was fair and open, and I was and am 
perfectly indifferent whether or no my letters were 
read by all the world, nay ſo fearful was I of acting 
in an underhand way in what I ſaid to Mr. Corbet 
that I requeſted him to ſhew my letter at Atting- 
ham. Except in theſe inſtances, I have not ſolicited 
a ſingle vote, neither have I had any communi- 
C Cation 
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cation haperer with my brother's agents, or had 
ſo much as ſeen his advertiſement till ſome time 
after it appeared in the Shrewſbury Chronicle; and 
unleſs I had ſeen my brother abſolutely. knocked 
down, and had refuſed to help him up, I could not 


ſurely have done leſs. Yet the young Candidate 


puts the interrogatory in a very vaunting or rather 
raunting manner. © Has dir Richard been wanting 
in any mode of ſolicitation ?” 


I do not think myſelf at liberty to publiſh either 


of Mr. Corbet's letters without his permiſſion, ſuf- 
fice it to ſay that in a polite anſwer to my laſt, he 
freely acknowledged a conviction, that no promiſe or 
compromiſe had ever taken place as to my brother's 
reſignation, but he had heard Lord Berwick expreſs 
bints that he wiſhed it, when he ſhould have a ſon of 
age to take the ſcat. 


But though I have no right to publiſh Mr. Corbetꝰs 
letters to me, I hope it. will throw ſome light on 
what muſt otherwiſe be looked on as a dark tranſ- 


action, if I here give a copy of my laſt letter to 
Mr. Corbet. 


© DEAR SIR, 


I certainly ought to apologize for troubling you with 
another letter after your deciſive anſwer to my firſt; but as it 


is merely to rectify a very great miſtake, I hope you will not 
be diſpleaſed. 


« I beg leave to aſſure you upon my word and honor, that 
there never was the ſmalleſt idea, much leſs promiſe of my 
brother's reſigning his ſeat to any ſon of Lord Berwick ; 
neither indeed could there have been, for in the firſt inſtance, 
ſuch a compromiſe would have been a ſhameful infult to the 

Electors 
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Electors of Shrewſbury, and to all thoſe Gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, who invited him to ſtand. 


« 2dly. I hope you know enough of my brother, to be 
aſſured he never would have wiſhed. for h's {eat on any ſuch 
diſnonourable terms. And enough of the late worthy Lord 
Berwick, to be certain that he never would have offered them, 


% 2dly. If my brother had been mean enough to ſubmit to 
ſuch a propoſal, he muſt have added falſehood to meanneſs 


now to deny it. 


« Athly. You muſt well recollect, that you was the firſt 
perſon my brother waited on after Sir Charlton Leighton's 
death, when Lord Berwick was out of the country, and that 
he (my brother) aſked you if you had any thoughts of offer- 
ing yourſelf? If you then had an idea that my brother was 
only to ſtop the gap for Lord Berwick's family, would not the 
queſtion itſelf have been both ridiculous and affronting to 
you, as well as to many others ? 


« Pray excuſe my having given you this further trouble, 
and believe me, 


« Dear Sir, 
« With true reſpect and eſteem, 
« Your moſt obliged humble fervant, 


« R, HILL.” 


« P. 8. As I wiſh to do nothing privately or underhand, 
you have my free permiſſion to ſhew this at Attingtam,” 


C 2 | Not- 
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Notwithſtanding all our pains to contradict it, the 
report of my brother's promiſe of reſignation ſtil] 
gained ground, which made him judge it neceſſary to 
write to Mr. Edward Burton, a near relation of 


the late Lord Berwick, to inquire on what au- 


thority he had aſſerted, that he underſtood the 
borough was to be reſigned when Lord Berwick ſhould 
have a 1on old enough to take the ſeat; Mr. Edward 
Burton ſtates in his anſwer, that a converſation had 
paſſed between him and Sir Richard Hill at Carnar- 
von, on that point, and even affirms that Sir Richard 
then voluntarily told him that, © if one of Lord 
Berwick's ſons had been of age to have offered him- 
ſelf, his (Sir Richard's brother) would not have 
thought of the borough ;” and further ſays, that 70 
the beſt of his recolleftion, Sir Richard added, that 
cc if ever one of them ſhould hereafter think of it, 
he was ſure that his brother would not be the means 
of keeping him out,” 


% 


Upon this Mr. John Hill incloſed a copy ef Mr. 
Edward Burton's letter to me, and by the next poſt 
I wrote back as follows, 


« My DEAR BROTHER, 


HAVE this day received yours, and am quite aſtoniſhed 
at the contents of that which you have had from Mr. E. Bur- 
ton, and which ought to be moſt poſitively contradicted as 
ſoon as poſſible; I cannot anſwer for his memory; though I 
am perſuaded He would not willingly miſrepreſent in order to 
ſerve a purpoſe, much Jeſs that his viſit was with intent to draw 
any thing out of me, that he might in future take advantage of, 
when he called on me for a few minutes at Carnarvon; at 
which time I do not know that a ſingle ſyllable paſſed between 
us relative to the election, though it is poſſible ſomething might 
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be ſaid on that as well as any other ſubject, eſpecially us it 
was, I believe, ſoon after you came into Parliament. That I 
might mention our obligations to Lord Berwick ſor his ſupport, 
is alſo yery probable, though I knew that he was abſent from 
home, when you were firſt invited to offer yourſelf; but upon 
the utmoſt ſtretch of my recollection, I do not remember that 
one word, hint, or idea, ever paſſed through my mind, much 
leſs through my lips, relative to your reſignation on a future 
occaſion to any ſon of Lord Berwick, or that I, or Mr. E. 
Burton, ſtarted any thing whatever on the buſineſs, He is 
therefore much in the right to give his letter an appearance of 
candour, by making fome conceſſions as to the abominable 
ſalſehood, which has been raiſed fſemewhere; and without 
which, Mr, W. Hill could not have had a word to offer, in 
his own behalf; but in order to add inſult to injury, we are both 
of us accuſed of a breach of promiſe to palliate his ingratitude. 


e further aſſure you my dear brother, upon my word and 
honor, that nothing even in the ſlighteſt way, ever paſſed be- 
tween me and the late Lord Berwick, on the ſubject of your 
giving up your ſeat to his ſon; if there had, you mult cer- 
tainly have been the firſt perſon to whom I ſhould have men- 
tioned it, but I am ſure I ſhould never have wiſhed to ſee you 
fitting in the Houſe of Commons, whilſt under any ſuch 
ſhameful and degrading circumſtances, ſhameful and degrading 
not leſs to the town of Shrewſbury, than to yourſelf and to 


me; and certainly not much to the credit of Lord Berwick _ 
himſelf. 


<« I ſhall only add, that as I moſt ſenſibly and gratefully feel 
my obligations to the county at large on my own account, ſo 
to the town of Shrewſbury in a moſt particular manner on 
account of us both; and therefore, I hope you will reſt aſſured, 
that as you were at firſt called to repreſent the borough in. a 


way 
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way ſo very honourable to yourſelf, and ſo very handſome in 
your conſtituents, I ſhould look upon a deſertion of you, as a 
deſertion of them, and of their deareft rights and privileges. 
In ſhort, I think the town as well as moſt of the neighbouring 
gentlemen very cavalierly treated, without one ſhadow of a 
reaſon given for the indignity offered them, and, if I miſtake 
* V will think ſo too. 


5 Believe me, 
My dear Brother, 
Ever moſt affectionately yours, 


RICHARD HILL.” 


P. 8. Mr. E. Burton ſays, he recollects ſome converſation 
vetween Lord Berwick and him, relative to your reſignation 
in favour of his fon, when you firſt came into Parliament; I 
pretend not to affirm, what might or might not have paſſed 
between theſe two gentlemen, when nobody was preſent but 
themfelves; but as Mr. W. Hill was at that time quite a baby, 
it was looking very far forward indeed to view him feated in 
St. Stephen's chapel] ; and it is wonderfully ſtrange, that during 
the ſpace of ten or twelve years, not a ſyllable about this moſt 


ſubmiſſive reſignation ſhould ever have been mentioned, or as 


far as it appears ever have been thought on, till the preſent 
occaſion oiled up ſome ruſty memories.“ 


Havinc, I hope, thoroughly cleared away every im- 
preflion, which might have been made on the minds 
of any, as to a promiſe or compact between either my 
brother or myſelf with the late Lord Berwick, or any 
thing which had a tendency to create ſuch an idea; 
having alſo animadverted on the exulting interro- 
gatory, Has Sir Richard been wanting in any age? 
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of ſolicitation ?” I now come to ſpeak a little more 
particularly, as to ſome other parts of Mr. W. Hill's 
addreſs. Having confeſſed that he does not found 
his pretenſions on the baſis of any ſuch promiſe or 
compromiſe, he proceeds to tell us on what he does 
found them: And theſe are, © the friendſhip and 
connections of his two immediate anceſtors with 
« the borough—the contiguity of the family pro- 
ce perty—the conſtant expenditure of an opulent in- 
* come, joined to the perſonal countenance and 
« ſupport of molt of the neighbouring gentle- 
* men.” 


With regard to moſt of theſe, is Mr. J. Hill, 
more exceptionable than his preſent worthy col- 
league, Sir William Pulteney, or than the two 
former' Members, Sir Charlton Leighton, or the 
late Lord Clive? Or is the borough of Shrewſbury to 
be looked on as hereditary, becauſe Lord Berwick and 
his father both repreſented it for a time? Ir is true 
Attingham is ſome miles nearer to Shrewſbury, than 
either Precs or Hawkſtone, though not much if at 
all nearer than Hardwick, where the late Sir Row- 
land Hill reſided many years: and I believe if a 
calculation could be made of the ſums expended in 
Shrewſbury for theſe laſt ten years, by the houſe of 
Attingham, and thoſe of Prees and Hawkſtone, that 


the ſcale would greatly preponderate in favour of the 
latter. | 


Family property and an opulent income, it will readily 
be allowed, are no trifling conſiderations, and that 
Lord Berwick is poſſeſſed of theſe in à high degree, 
and that they bring with them a large weight of 
conſequence, eſpecially when attached to perſonal 
rank, is not to be doubred, But Mr. W. Hill in 
his preſent ſituation can have no other claim to theſe, 
than what reſts in his brother's will and pleaſure; 
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and having no houſe or reſidence, that he can call his 
own, may he not be, and is he not, here and there and 
every where, according as fancy and caprice may 
lead him? And what benefit then can the town ex- 
pect from his own purſe or favours? When once 
the buſtle of an election is over, and the Candidate 
has gained his own ends, we often ſee expectations 
and proteſtations vaniſh into air; but this neither 
has been, nor can be the cale, ſo long as you adhere 
to your preſent member, who has given you lo long 
a proof of his attachmeat to you, though he never 
thought of any right or footing, but what was de- 
rived through your free and honourable ſuffrages. 


The only perſonal advantages, therefore, which 
MAY accrue to Mr, W. Hill, from the circumſtances 
mentioned 1n his addrels, ariſe principally from Lord 
Berwick's houſe and eſtate, which are no more his 
at preſent, than the Hawkſtone property belongs 
to my brother, who, if I may judge from all his paſt 
conduct, would not think himſelf over modeſt if, 


during my life time, he had held out that opulent 


income as a bait to his preſent canſtituents; and if 
he had, I am certain that none of them would have 


ſwallowed it. Nevertheleſs, that Mr. W. Hill, 


by a recent elevation over the head of the fa- 
mily, (into the cauſe of which we now make no in- 
quiry) has thereby gained a ſuperiority in point of 
rank over his couſin, Mr. J. Hill, is not to be doubt- 
ed; but let it be well conſidered, chat near affinity 
to a Peer of the realm, in moſt places where the 
purity of the conſtitution is reſpected, would operate 
as no ſmall obſtacle to the choice of ſuch a repre- 
ſentative, for in proportion as the Houle, of Com- 
mons is influenced or garbled by the Houſe of 
Peers, the former loſes its conſequence, and dwindles 
into nothing; and hence that long recorded bur lit-- 
tle regarded reſolution of the Houſe of Nth Hs 
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tt that no Peer ſhould interfere in the election of 2 
member of the Lower Houſe.“ \ 


We will therefore grant Mr. W. Hill all that 


preeminence and dignity, to which he has -rifen by 


his father's late creation to a Peerage; we will allow, 
that his rank entitles him to go into a private room, 
before his relation Mr, J. Hill, but this rank gives 


him no pretenſions to go firſt into the great aſſembly 
of the nation. 1 


Let us, however, purſue this ſubject a little further, 
and ſee by what means our young candidate aſcended 


the ladder of honor, on which he 1s now mounted. 


From whence had Lord Berwick and his family 


all their preſent riches, and all their: conſequence ? 


Let it be known to all the good burgeſſes of Shrewſ- 


| bury, (though few in this neighbourhood can be 


ignorant of it) that every acre of land they poſſeſs, 


in Shropſhire, Staffordſhire and Warwickſhire, ſome 


late changes and purchaſes excepted, the patronage 
they enjoy, the arms they bear, the name they take, 
the houſe at Tern, as well as that in Cleveland Court, 
London, ALL came to them from the Hills of 
Hawkſtone ; being bequeathed to the Harwoods 
conſiderably within the date of the preſent century, 
by the honourable Richard Hill, uncle to the late 
Sir Rowland Hill, and about that time, Ambaſſador 


in Holland, whoſe ſiſter Mr, Harwood married, * 


Ir theſe things are ſo, ſurely the younger branch 
of the family ought not to boaſt itſelf againſt the 


elder, nor yet the ungrateful fock to forget the 


* The late Lord Berwick was the firſt of that family who was 
born a Hill, the name of his Lordſhip's father the late Mr. Hill 


of Tern, was Harwood, till he changed it for that of Hill, 


- purſuant to my great Uncle's will, 


* 


* 
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| ſcion by which it was meliorated, and its nature 
changed. 5 


But leaving allegory, it may be aſked, Is inferiority 
| bdlf extraction the fault of any man? certainly not; but 
. it is a reaſon why he ſhould not raiſe his creſt too high; 
] and if he be raiſed, why he ſhould at leaſt be grateful 
| to thoſe who firſt lifted him out of obſcurity : yet ſo 
| very marked and pointed is the oppoſition of Mr. 
1 W. Hill againſt his own relation and his father's old 
| ſteady friend, that his (Mr. W. Hill's) agents ſolicit 
| votes for Sir William Pulteney, jointly as for him- 
ſelf, and he declares that no ſtep he takes is at all 
meant to affect him, (Sir W.) but only Mr. J. Hill. 
But upon this occaſion, Sir William, whoſe conduct 
| throughout this buſineſs, has been honorable, open, 
; and upright in the extreme, may well reply 


Non tali auxilio nec defenſoribus iſtis = * 
| Tempus eget. | 


| 

[| There is ſtill a further reaſon why Mr. W. Hill A 
ſhould have obſerved ſome degree of delicacy and * 
| reſpect, before he had come forward in the way * 
| he has done. N % 
| 


It is well known by many, (and particularly fo to 
Mr. W. Hill, for. I mentioned it to him at Hawk- 
| ſtone, in my brother's preſence, though he appeared 
3 no ſtranger to it) that when the late Lord Berwick 
f wiſhed to repreſent the county inſtead of the borough, 
il he made his firſt application, to Sir Rowland Hill 
| | for his ſupport ; which application was prefaced by a 
| 
| 


declaration, “ that if either Sir Rowland himſfel, or his 
| ſon, (now Sir Richard Hill) had any intention of offer- 
ing themſelves, he ſhould not think of it.” Sir 
Rowland having long before reſigned hisparliamentary 
i leat for the comforts of retirement, had no * 
gb | 0 
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of ſuch an honor at his time of life, but having pre- 
viouſly held converſation with his ſon on the ſubject 
of offering himſelf, (provided he was approved by 
the gentlemen of the county) Mr. Hill was again 
conſuled, and his anſwer was in ſubſtance exactly 
as follows, © that as his near relation, Mr. Noel 
Hill, appeared fo anxious for the honor of repreſent- 
ing the county, he would not ſtand in the way of 
his wiſhes, however deſirous he might be on a future 
occaſion of coming in himſelf, if the ſenſe of the 
county was in his favour,” Thus the matter ended, 
to Mr. Noel Hill's intire ſatisfaction, and he ex- 
preſſed his obligations in the higheſt terms, both to 
Sir Rowland and to Mr, Hill, for the very hand- 
ſome manner in which they had behaved to him. 
In return for this friendly and diſintereſted conduct, 
I am now injuriouſly, /pitefully, and without the 
ſmalleſt provocation on my part, reproached by 
the fon in a ſecond addreſs, with ““ entertaining the 
bold idea of monopolizing both town and county.” In 
anſwer to this, I ſhall gratefully bring to the recol- 
lection of my kind conſtituents, that I was placed in 
the ſeat which I have the honour to fill in Parliament, 
in the ſame truly honourable and independent manner, 
in which my brother was invited to his; without the 
ſmalleſt attempt to force myſelf on the county, 
much leſs to thruſt out any other member. 


War other reaſons can be deviſed for diſcarding 
the member, who has filled his ſeat with ſo much 
credit to himſelf, and with the unanimous good wilt 
of his conſtituents for ſo many years? 


Does the young Candidate ſuppoſe that his youth 
and inexperience will furniſh him with a more ſound 
judgment and greater abilities for the dilcharge of 
his parliamentary duty, than his relation, who has 
ſeen more than twice his years, or has he in ſtore 
any particular ſervices for the town of Shrewſbury 
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and the public at large, which it 1s out of the power 


of the preſent member to confer ? By the pompous 
concluſion of his addreſs, one would really think 


this to be the caſe. 


If Mr. W. Hill had wiſhed to repreſent the town 
of Shrewſbury, and had reſtrained his wiſhes 
within the bounds of civility and politeneſs, perhaps 
(agreeable to what I told him at Hawkſtone) in a 
very ſhort period, that door would have opened to 
him on its own accord, of which he muſt now force 


the lock. - 


Men of judgment will confider times and oppor- 
tunities, and will regulate their own deſires and be- 
haviour by them. Who may have been Mr. W. Hill's 
adviſers on this occaſion, I preſume not to gueſs ; but 
this is certain, that if he had conſulted with men of 
ſound ſenſe and experience, his line of conduct 
would have been very different from what it has 
been. But raſh young men are too apt to be of 
Rehoboam's mind, and to refuſe taking old heads 
fog their counſellors. 


How long ago it may be ſince the miſchief was 
planned, and firſt brought into operation, I pretend 
not to determine; but that it muſt have been a con- 
ſiderable time is certain; for, when Mr. J. Hill wrote 
to ſome gentlemen, who had been his ſteady friends, 
and to whom he never gave cauſe to be otherwiſe, 
either publicly or privately, the anſwer he received 
from them, was, © that they had promiſed to ſup- 
« port Lord Berwick's brother.“ 


* 


Nav, it was even rumored, that whilſt Lord 


Berwick was in camp laſt ſummer, with the county 
militia, he had ſolicited, and had obtained promiſes 
of the ſupport and intereſt of ſome gentlemen of 


great 
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great reſpectability and conſequence in Mr. W. 


Hill's behalf. 
5 It is very poſſible, that as Mr. J. Hill is fond of a 
£ country life, and has a numerous family to attend to, 
0 that had the preſent Lord Berwick and Mr. W. Hill 


made him acquainted with their wiſhes in a generous, 
open, friendly manner, before they had ſet engines 
at work for his overthrow ; that when he had con- 
ſulted thoſe friends who firſt invited him to offer 
himſelf, and who afterwards ſeated him in the bo- 
rough, he might have reſigned his ſeat, and have left 
it to the free electors, in whom alone is veſted the 
right of choice, to have filled it up in what manner 
they ſhould judge beſt; but to have made a transfer 
of it to Mr. W. Hill, or to any other gentleman, 
was a ſtep in no way to be borne or thought of; and 
unleſs Mr. J. Hill's conſtituents had deſerted him, he 
muſt now be highly blameable to deſert them, on ac- 
count of any menacing appearances of oppoſition 
from the overgrown influence of two or three indi- 
viduals, who expect all the reſt, both corporation and 
freemen to dance after their beck. 


No one within this circle, need be told that the 
houſes of Attingham and Sundorn were by no means 
in uniſon on the point of Shrewſbury politics, during 
moſt of the late Lord Berwick's time; and that his 
Lordſhip and the late Mr. Mytton were ſtill at a much 
farther political diſtance, is well known: the coalition 
therefore formed on this occaſion, is not leſs extra- 
ordinary than the oppoſition of Attingham to the 
Hawkſtone family, Far be it from me to lament 
that neighbouring gentlemen of property who were 
at variance, ſhould be reconciled. On the contrary, 
I rejoice at it, and am only grieved that an event 
which makes thoſe to be friends who before were at 
enmity, ſhould prove injurious to any other gentle— 

men 
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men who have always had the honor and happineſs 
of living on the beſt of terms with all parties. 


Tnis conteſt certainly includes in it much more 
than if there had been a vacancy by either of the 
preſent members declining to offer themſelves again ; 
for it 1s not merely whether I ſhall vote for Mr. W. 
Hill, but whether I ſhall vote for forcibly turning 
Mr. J. Hill out; and under what difficult circum- 
ftances muſt this conſideration involve many, who 
always have lived, and who always wiſh to live on a 
friendly footing with both families, and who never 
have experienced any thing but the utmoſt good will 
from the preſent members? Becauſe I wiſh to render 
Mr. W. Hill a favour, am I therefore to do 
Mr. J. Hill an injury? and even to do violence to 
my own feelings, whilſt I am obliging the one at the 
expence of diſobliging the other, andabſolutely giving 
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him the wound of his political death, as a reward for 8 

his paſt ſervices in his king and country's cauſe? And ** 

ſhall theſe be totally forgotten; as well as thoſe of his | 
| brave ſons, who have been expoſing themſelves to all K 


1 the hardſhips and dangers of foreign war in the ſame 
glorious cauſe, and on whoſe account he is ſurely in- 
titled to reſpect, as well as on his own? 


But it 1s the will and pleaſure of a young Lord and 


i his brother that he ſhould be diſmiſſed, becauſe this 
1 brother of his Lorſhip's wants his ſeat, and is of opi- 
! nion, that you MUST obey. 


if Let me now obſerve, that the indignity offered vou as 
1 free electors, by firſt attempting to take the town by 
if furprize, and then bombarding it from the ramparts 
of ambition, with the ſhells of promiſes, and the red 
hot balls of threatenings, can only be exceeded by the 
diſhonourable terms on which you are now called 
upon to ſurrender it into the hands of the ag > 
an 
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and with it the precious ſtores of your own privileges 


and independence, and that perhaps. FOR 
EVER. 


That this is no aggravation, will be clear when IT 
ſay, (it is moſt ſtrongly ſulpected,) that the ſame coa- 
lition now formed to turn out Mr. J. Hill, the 
member of your own choice, has already ſo far forged 
the iron links of your future ſlavery, as to have ſettled 
it among themſelves, who ſhall repreſent you jointly 
with Mr. W. Hill, when vour other worthy member 
ſhall be no more; and this is probably the reaſon 
why Mr. W. Hill declares that no blow was zow 
aimed at Sir William Pultenty. * 


Many may ſay, they are ſorry for the diſtractions 
the borough is thrown into, but let them conſider 
who has been the cauſe of them; and whether in 
order to promote peace, they ought to encourage the 
diſturbers of it: ſome again talk of a happy compro- 
miſe for the ſake of the town: Can it be well called a 
happy compromiſe to knock your preſent old member on 
the head, and deprive him of his parhamentary life, 
in order to make room for his hopeful young Ward ? 
Brotherly affection ſtill apart, I beſeech you to conſider 
the indelicacy, the indignity, and cruelty of ſuch uſage 
in return for paſt and faithful ſervices. But if after 
all, you are tame enough to ſacrifice the deareſt rights 
of Engliſhmen and freemen, to the ambitious views 
and wanton caprice of an unexperienced ſtripling, 
then let Salopia mingle her tears with the ſtream that 
ſurrounds her walls. Her ſons have Joſt their liberties, 
and ſhe herſelf is reduced to a ſtate below the abject 
condition of Old Sarum : Since in that poor borough 
two or three voters are under the controul of one 


great man, whilſt in Shrewſbury two or three great 


men, would bring more than five hundred yoters 
under their controul. 
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It is poſſible that the town of Shrewſbury as well 
as Mr. J. Hill, might have been won by gentle 
means, but I am miſtaken if it will ſurrender by 
ſtorm ; nor is there a calm, diſpaſſionate man in it, 
who will not feel for the miſchiefs and calamities, 
which are brought upon it by the puerile ambition 
and impetuoſity of the new candidate, by a ſhort 
addreſs to whom, I ſhall now conclude this pamphlet. 


I is little worth my while ſir, to conjecture who may 
have been the author of the advertiſement, in which 
I am fo particularly brought forward to notice; to 
ſuppoſe it was written by yourſelf, would be a thought 
ſevere in the extreme, ſince a_more complete farrago 
of bombaſt, folly, nonſenſe, miſrepreſentation, and 
contradictions, ſurely never appeared before the public 
eye in ſo ſhort a compaſs of paper; for whilſt it ſubſtan- 
tiates every fact in my brother's addreſs, which 
it is meant to invalidate, it makes you at once deny, 
that you are the invader of the peace of the borough, 
and compels you to confeſs, that you have /ightly in- 
volved it in conteſt and diſſention; and whillt it is addreſſed 
to the independent voters in general, it holds you up as 
brought forward only by ſome great names, and 
appeals to the electors at large ſolely in the laſt 
inſtance. Nay more, it boaſts of the long uninterrupted 


Friendſbip between your two immediate anceſtors with 


both burgeſſes aud freemen, though it 1s well known 
that your late father was an enemy to the uſt rights 


of the latter, and that the very name of freemer 


burgeſſes was a term unheard of in your grandfather's 


time. With regard to myſelt perſonally, it con- 


contains two good round aſſertions, in which open 
generous truth has no ſhare at all. 


I ſhall only add, that thoſe who eſteem you moſt, 
will in future wiſh you a better cauſe or a better 


advocate, 


But ſuffer a word of expoſtulation, 1 
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Is it nothing to you, young gentleman, to throw 
the town into confuſion ? to ſow the ſeeds of ani- 
moſity and diſcord among neareſt and deareſt friends, 
relations, and neighbours ? To introduce a ſpirit of 
diſſipation and licentiouſneſs among the lower orders 
of men, which muſt always open the way to bribery 
and corruption, and all this becauſe your own pride 
. urges you to it, and muſt be gratified ? At all events, 
Delenda est Carthago,—Down goes Shrewſbury, 


What is the cauſe of all this? Have not you, have 
not all that belong to you, been uniformly treated 
with every mark which friendſhip, eſteem, and love 
could beſtow, by all the Hawkſtone family? And 
are theſe your returns ? 


Whilſt we lament that ſuch a copious ſtream of 
ingratitude ſhould ifſue from the deſcendants of Har- 
wood, we truſt not a ſingle drop or particle of it will 
be found in the veins of a TRUE HILL. 


Let us for a moment ſuppoſe you arrived at the 
height of your wiſhes in this buſineſs, and ſeated as 
member for Shrewſbury, inſtead of your relation Mr. 
John Hill, could you find yourſelf eaſy, ſatisfied, and 
even happy in your triumph ? A triumph over all 
the generous ſentiments and endearing ties which 
connect ſociety and adorn human nature; a triumph 
over all the liberal grateful feelings which we owe 
to benefatftors, friends and relations; a triumph 
over the virtue and moral principles of many, as well 
as over the freedom and independence of Shrewſbury 
itſelf, which heneeforward muſt in caſe of your ſuc- 
ceſs, hide its once honorable head, and ſneak under 


the mean and ſervile appellation of Lord Berwick's 
borough, 


Nodoubt, Sir, we ſhall be favored with many more 


promiſes, beſides thoſe contained in your preſent ad- 


E | dreſs, 


( 26 ) 

dreſs, of your independent conduct in parliament, and 
of your ſteady attachment to the place you 'wiſh to 
repreſent ; but by what rule can we give credit to theſe 

romiſes? Can that man lay claim to independence 
himſelf, who would wreſt the independence of others 
out of their hands? Or can any member be attached 
to his conſtituents, who himſelf is a ſtranger to every 


attachment of affinity, conſanguinity, gratitude, and 
affection ? 5 


Do not, Sir, rate your own intereſt, conſequence, or 
popularity, by the number of votes you may have, 
but conſider how many would have been glad to have 
given them to your injured relation, but who from 


dependence, or what may be called aukwardneſs of fitu- 
ation, could not avoid voting for you. 


Who will praiſe you for the part you have taken ? 
In my conſcience, I believe ſcarcely a ſingle individual. 
Who will blame you? Not only all, who go againſt 


you, but many, very many of thoſe, who think they 
MUST go with you. | 


Look at the free, honeſt, independent ſupport of 
the old member. Conſider how many gentlemen of 
worth, good ſenſe, honor and reſpeCtability give him 
their hearts, as well as their voices: look, I ſay, at 
this, and then let all the world judge, whether 
Mr. J. Hill would not have more cauſe to triumph 
in his honorable, retreat, than you in your ex- 
torted majority, among whom are ſome very re- 
luctant freemen burgeſſe, who notwithſtanding 
your late diſcovery of the /oug and uninterrupted 
friendſhip of your two immediate anceſtors with 
both burgeſſes and freemen, need not be reminded 
il that it was owing to the MANDAMUS CAUSE alone, 
. that they obtained their rights. Does it ſavour 
* 


much of free choice, to have it ſaid to an old 
. member, 
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member, © O Sir! Sir! TI fhould be happy to vote 
for you, and to have you keep your ſeat, for indeed I 
have no fault to find with, you. I am ſenſible that you 
have been extremely ill uſed, and that this is a very 
UNNATURAL oppoſition; but you know Sir, you know, 


you kirow how 1 am circumſtanced, and how I have been 


threatened, however ceme on i, whats will,, I cannot go 
againſt honeft John Hill,” Spoke like a truly honeſt 
man, and I doubt not, but it is and will be th 
language of many. | 


Let your reaſons for diſturbing the peace of the 
borough be ever ſo many, or ever lo ſpecious, they 
muſt all centre in this one. “want to get my own 
relation, and my father's friend out, that I may fill 
his place. If he will tamely ſubmit, | will thank him 
with great politeneſs, and give him my hand ; if not, 
I mult beg leave to make uſe of my foot.“ 


Once more. If the borough of Shrewſbury were 
ſo much your object, would it not have become you 
much better, if vou had in a confidential manner, con- 
ſulted your kind relation Mr. J. Hill, as to his inten- 
tions of offe ing himſelf again at the next election, 
inſtead of forming dark conſpiracies and cabals, work= 


ing your way like a mole under ground, io Jon 


b-fore:the election took place? What, I ſay, was all 
this, but to act over again the part of Guy Faux, 
whoſe train of gun powder was not dilcovered till the 
blow was juſt going to be [truck ; and then you and 
Lord Berwick confeficd and told what you could 
no longer keep ſecret, by a letter to mv brother and 
me, which Ithink neither Lord Berwick nor you will 
venture to make public? But how dete this conduct 
agree with the pretty tale lately invented and pro- 
pagated, of a promiſe on the part of Mr. J. Hill (by 
the approbation of his brother Sir Richard) to reſign 
his ſeat to you? Does not all this ſubterrane- 

E 2 OUS 
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ous buſineſs prove to demonſtration that no ſuch 
* Nn inſinuation, or idea, call it u hat you 
pleaſe, ever exiſted? Elſe, why go this way to work ? 
Why noc come forward and claim the compact? 
At leaſt, why was it never ſo much as hinted ar, 
either to Sir R. Hill or his brother, {the ſuppoſed 
parties concerned 1n it,) during the long ſpace 
of a dozen years, and never brought out of 
the budget till a few weeks ago? Had this 
been the caſe, what need of nocturnal canvaſſes, * or 
other indirect means to obtain what was already 
gained and ſettled ? Beſides, what ground or pre- 
tenſions could the late Lord Berwick have for expect- 
ing my brother would ever have acquieſced in ſuch 
an unreaſonable propoſal? Might he not with equal, 3 
nay, with much more cauſe have requeſted a reſig- * 
nation from the late Sir Charlton Leighton, of whom 
he was the ſtrenuous ſupporter? Vet I am perſuaded 
he never mentioned ſuch an idea to him or to any 
other perſon; but it ſeems that even a hint thrown 


| It is really curious to obſerve how Mr. W. Hill and his * 
party throw their own dark tranſactions at my brother's door, by 8 
accuſing him of what he never was guilty of, in order to exempt 8 
| - themſelves, as in this caſe of night canvaſſing, which thev actually 3 
i! began, contrary to every agreement, whilſt he was attending 
448 his parliamentary duty in London. What is this but to imitate 
| the cruel Nero, who ſet the city of Rome in flames, and then 
cauſed the chriſtians to be punithed for the fact? | 
| The ſame ſort of conduct has been obſerved in all the addreſſes 

| and advertiſements which have been publiſhed. Whatever comes 
17 forth from Mr. W. Hill's party, however ſcurillous, full of miſre- 

l preſentation, ſpiteful or ill-natured, is carrying on the conteft in a go 
hbumored, amicable manner; but when his ſubterſuges are diſcovered 

| and laid open, and plain, fimple unveiled truth and ſtubborn facts 
| bear hard upon decorated falſchood; O, then the cry is, How 
replete with acrimony ! Nothing ſhort of gall and winegar itſelf ! ! ! 
but ſo it generally happens, that where goed ſenſe and arguments 
fall ſhort, the lack of them is plentifully ſupplied by calling 
| i names and flinging dirt. | 

| . 
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dut by his Lordſhip ſeveral years ago, and with 
which my brother himſelf was never acquainted, 
is now to operate for diſpoſſeſſing him of his ſeat.” 
You muſt well remember the friendly converſation, 
which on the receipt of Lord Berwick's moſt extraor- 
dinaryletter, in which the names of Mr. PROBERT*®* 
and Mr, Mytton are brought up, and which I ſhould 
be glad to ſee publiſhed, took place both at Hawk- 
ſtone and at Prees, particularly at the latter, and on 
whom you then threw the blame, as being the author, 
or rather the authore/s of the oppoſition, for the con- 
feſſion was, Dux fæmina facti, and you then called 
her THAT AMBITIOUS WOMAN. You muſt alſo per- 
fectly recollect the good advice which both I and 
my brother gave you on the occaſion, (abſtracted 
from the * A of his own ſituation) and the 
reaſons why, attacked as he had been, he could not 
give up his ſeat, without giving up his friends alſo. 
Mr. J. Hill and myſelf both thought you appeared to 
be ſatisfied. How, after this you came to declare 
either by word or letter, that Mr. J. Hill had not 


* Many cauſes might be aſſigned why this gentleman ſhould 
on all occaſions ſhew himſelf friendly to Hawkſtone and Prees, 
but not one why he ſhould be inimical to either; and if I do him 
Juſtice in thinking this to be the caſe, I confeſs my ſuſpicions 
are grounded on Lord Berwick's letter. 

It is true he did not perſonally attend Mr. W. Hill's canvaſs, 


[being rather cl that day) but his clerk was exhibited in the 
grand proceſſion ; ſo that the royal afſent was given by cdmmiſſion. 


This bu/y meddling gentleman himſelt beſt knows his obligations to 
Lord Berwick's Arras but I never heard that he had any, which 
makes me ſuſpe& that he has ſomething more in view than Mr. W. 
Hill's ſucceſs en the preſent occafion. But be his plots and 


ſchemes what they may, I have no apprehenſions concerning them, 


being determined whatever may be my own or my brother's 
ſituation now or in future, that Mr. Probert's machinations ſhall 
never operate to rob me either of my own peace of mind, or of 
that real reſpect, eſteem, and gratitude which I owe and bear to 
every gentleman in this county, and with whom I ever wiſh to 


live and dye in terms of the molt perfect harmony. 
| 2 
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Juffciently, explained hinyelf as to his intention of fand. 
Se 


again, muſt be left to your own conſideration, 


This interview which took place only a few days 
before the preſent mectivg of Pirliament, was car- 
ried on in the moſt amicable manner. My brother 
then told you, that whatever might be his (my 
brother's) deſign in future, he could not ſubmit to 
P taken by ſurprize; he preſſed you not to difiurb 
the friendſhip which had ſo long ſubſiſted between 
the families, and cautioned you always to ayoid 
king of @ right to the borough, which he was 
ure the independence of Shrewſbury would never 


reliſh 


The advice I then gave you was nearly in the 
following words, which L picfaced by ſz-ying, that I 
would ſpeak to you like that fiiend I hoped I had 
always proved myſelf (and my partiality to you. is 
well known) and would put my brother's fitua*ion 
quite out of the queſtion, © My dear lad, you are 
« very young; be contented for a ſhort period, do 
© not, I beſcech youu, interrupt the peace of the 3 
ce town, and the harmony of two families ſo nearly _ 1 
te allied. I hope the intereſt of the Hills will always * 
et be one and the ſame: Perhaps, in a very ſhort ; 

© while, every thing may go agreeably to your own . 
« and Lord Berwick's wiſhes, whereas a falſe or Le 
tc jmpetubus ſtep now, may be the means of ex- x 
te cluding you at preſent, and even on a future oc- | 
e caſion.“ | j 


Let it be obſerved, that when this converſation 
took place, neither I or my brother had the ſmalleſt 
ſuſpicion, how far matters had proceeded towards 
his overthrow ; elſe the queſtion would have been 
th put to you, why or wheicfore is the oppoſition 
1 raiſed? And if you can give any other 1 
tl than 


tax I 


than © merely to gratify my boyiſh ambition,” you 
may now produce it, otherwiſe we ſhall be obliged 
to agree with a diſcerning and moſt reſpectable gen- 
tleman, who has always been a ſincere friend to tte 
houſe of Attingham, that it is wanton, ungrateful, 
and il liberal, in the higheſt degree. 


And now after all I have written, I muſt confeſs 
the truth, ahd ſay, that as I loved you from a child, 
fo I feel in ſpite of your provocations that I ſtill love 
you, and am ready to perſuade myſelf that the breach 
between us was made by ſome deep deſigning men, 
who whilſt we become their dupes, have other views 
before them than what regard the preſent conteſt : 
but if an everlaſting ſeparation is to take place, and 
the families muſt remain at irreconcilable variance, 
I find I cannot take leave of you without ſenſations 
ſimilar to thoſe which an affectionate parent once ex- 
perienced towards a revolted child when he went 
away weeping, and cried, © O my ſon Abſalom, O 
Abſalom my ſon, my fon!!!” | 


PO3TSCRIPT\ 
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SINCE the publication of the firſt edition of this 
pamphlet, Mr. E. Burton has written to me com- 
plaining of miſrepreſentation anc ſeverity on account 


of my letter, page 12. 13, &c. I can only ſay that 1 


am very ſorry he ſhould think there was either the one 


or the other, and in point of time, am much obliged 


to him for having from his own memorandum book, 
corrected an undeſigned error in my letter; though 
as to the ſuppoled converſation itſelf, I cannot alter 
my opinion at all: If however he wiſhes to inveſti- 
gate this bufineſs more fully, he is perfectly at liberty 
to publiſh his own letters to me and my anſwers, that 
by the peruſal of both, others may form a proper 
judgment which of us have moſt cauſe of complaint. 
In the mean while, I hope he will give me full credit, 
when I aſſure him that I would not wilhngly give him 
the ſmalleſt degree of offence whatever, and ſhould 
be extremely concerned if miſapprehenſions or miſ- 
takes on either ſide, ſhould occaſion a ſeparation 
between us, or operate to make me forfeit his regard 
and friendſhip, or that of his family, for all of whom 
I profeſs a very ſincere eſteem, 


_ APPENDIX. 


N. B. I now annex my brother's firſt advertiſement, 
that every reader may judge how far Mr. W. Hill's 
is an anſwer to it, by ſeeing them both together. 1 

" To 
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To the Free and Independent Burgeſſes and F reemen 
Burgeſſes of the Town of SHREWSBURY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IT gives me the deepeſt Concern to be under the neceſſity of 
addreſſing you on the very diſtreſſing circumſtance of an attack, 
being made (from a quarter from whence I little expected, and 
truſt ſtill leſs merited) not only on my preten ſions to your future 
favours ; but alſo on what is even more dear to me than the high 
honor I have enjoyed of being one of your Repreſentatives in. 
Parliament for nearly twelve years: my own Chara&ey as an 
honeſt Man, and your free rights to ele your own Repreſen- 
tative. 


You doubtleſs know, that Mr. William Hill, Lord Berwick's 
Brother, is my Opponent, and that he is cordially ſupported by 
ſome, whoſe confidence I formerly enjoyed, and whoſe friend- 
ſhips (as I was not conſcious of having done any thing to forfeit} 
I flattered myſelf until very lately, that I ſtill poſſeſſed. Had T 
in confidence received any intimation of a wiſh being entertained 
for me to retire, I ſhould have thought it my 7ndi/pen/able Duty to 
have conſulted you, who did me the Honor of calling me forth 
from private life to repreſent you; and had it appeared to be 
your inclination that I ſhould reſign my future Pretenſions in fa- 
vor of my Opponent, I certainly would have done it with ag 
much ſatisfaction and gratitude, as I at firſt accepted the high 
Honour you conferred on me. 


You, Gentlemen, will naturally enquire why is the Peace and 
Harmony of the Town (which has ſo long and happily reigned 
among us) to be thus early diſturbed? I can with confidence aſ- 
ſure you, that it has been my earneſt endeavour to prevent it. As 
ſoon as 1 knew that it was the determination of my young Re- 
lations to endeayour to turn me out of my ſeat in Parliament, I 
requeſted of them (engaging to do the ſame myſelf) to deter 

* F taking 
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taking any Reps until a diſſolution of Parliament, (which I then 
thought and ſtill continue to think will not be ſoon) ſhould actually 
take place. To this they refuſed to accede, and, I am well in- 
formed, have been taking ſome advantage of my abſence, when 
obeying your Inſtructions, and attending my duty in the Houſe 
of Commons, at a moment of more than ordinary Difficulty and 
Danger. I cannot conclude this Addrefs to you without taking 
notice of a Report which I find has been induſtrioufly circulated 
to my diſadvantage and diſcredit, v/z. * 'That on my firſt coming 
6 into Parliament I engaged to reſign my ſituation, when a Son 
f Lord Berwick's was qualified to ſucceed me.“ However, 
as my greateſt Adverſaries now allow this to be a miſrepreſenta- 


| tion, I ſhall only add, that could I have been guilty of ſuch a 


breach of faith, I ſhould not only have been deſervedly deemed 
unfit for your Repreſentative, but alſo unworthy your Society. 
I am certain that all of you who knew my late dear and worthy 
Friend, well know him to have been incapable of attempting to 
make ſuch a Bargain of yon, and I will venture to affirm, that he 
had too high an opinion of my Honor to think that 1 would ac- 
cede to ſuch Terms, | 


_ Flattering myſelf that you will excuſe the liberty I have taken 
in thus publicly addreſſing you, in hopes of removing ſome Pre- 
Judices which I fear, through private miſrepreſentations, may be 
entertained againſt me; I beg leave to iubſcribe myſelf, truſting 


for a continuance of your Support at the next General Election, 


Very reſpectfully, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your much obliged and 
Prees, Moſt devoted humble Servant, 
Dec. 3, 1798. JOHN HILL. 


For Mr. W. Hill's Reply to the above, the Reader is referred 

to page 6, in this pamphlet. 
A day or two afterwards my Brother's Anſwer to Mr. W 
Hill appeared in the Shrewſbury Chropicle as follows. 5 
0 
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; | 
To the Free and Independent Burgeſſes and Freemen 
Burgeſſes ef the Town of SHREIVSBURY. 


* GenTLEMEN, - 


- AS Mr. WII II Au 11 has juſt announced his intention of 


paying his perſonal reſpects to you,” by a public canwa/)5, I think 
it incumbent on me to explain the circumſtance on which he 
would attempt to juſtify ſo indelicate and extraordinary a pro- 
poſal. In the courſe of my canvaſs yeiterday and to-day, which 
was conduct d in the moſt private manner, a gentleman acciden- 
tally met me and the Friend who did me the honor of ac:om- 
panying me on that occaſion, walked with us for a ſhort time, and 
then left vs. On this trivial and zncidenial circumitance Mr. W. 
Hill grounds the falſe and injurious charge of my having © thus 
early commenced a public canvaſs,” though, I declare upon my 
honor, that it was the ſtudied wiſh of myſelſ and my Friends to 
avoid even the appearance of what he would thus unjuſtly lay to 
my charge. In juſtification of my own conduct, and to prevent 
any unfavourable impreſſion which the notice he has juſt circulated 
of his intention to commence a public canvas may make on your 
minds, I have thought it neceſlary to expole the futility and in- 
Juſtice of the pretext he has adopted for the purpoſe of giving 
ample ſcope to his ambi:ious procedure; which I truſt, none of 
you, who wiſh well to the peace of the town, and expect that 
truth and decorum ſhould be conſpicuous in the deportment of the 
candidates for your ſupport, can poſſibly juſtify. 


But, Gentlemen, I have ſomething more important to ſubmit 
to your conſideration, I have been through every ſtage of this 
Painful buſineſs, extremely cautious of aſſerting any thing, which 
I could not prove on the moſt indubitable evidence; and my 
caution would be proportionably excited as the occaſion on which 
I publicly addreſſed you, Gentlemen, was important and critical, 
In my former Addreſs, I complained of “ an a, baving been 
made on my character as an honeſt man, by a report induſtriouſiy 
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eirculated, and too precipitately credited, that I was under the 
engagement of a promiſe to reſign my ſeat in Parliament in favour 
of one of the ſons of the Iate Lord Berwick. That ſuch an at- 
tack was made, and ſuch a rumour ſpread, it is now my buſineſs 
to prove by inconteſtable evidence; eſpecially as Mr. W. Hill in 


| his Addreſs to you has declared that “ neither by himſelf nor 


his Friends has it been aſſerted that I was under any ſuch en- 
gagement.“ | 


Now, Gentlemen, I aſſure you, and I am willing to reſt my 
pretenſions to the character of an © honeſt man,” and my hopes of 
your countenance and ſupport, on the truth of the aſſertion, that 
T have in my poſleſſion, a letter, which I received from a reſpectable 
gentleman in the neighbourhood of Shrewſbury, and have ſhewn 
to ſeveral of my Friends, in which he © ſuppoſes that the engage- 
ment alluded to, was actually made, and the promiſe given; and 
in which he declares that upon that /zppo/ition he transferred his 
intereſt to Mr. W. Hill. This ſingle fact proves the truth of my 
former aſſertion, and might ſuffice for the purpoſe of ſhewing how 
diſhonourably and urjuſtly I have been treated, and of expoſing 
the weakneſs and falſity of the plea that has been urged to palli- 


ate the unjuſtifiable conduct of my opponent. But I am furniſhed 


with additional evidence in proof both of the one and the other. 
J have alſo in my poſſeſſion @ letter, which I have received from 
a reſpectable tradeſman in Shrewſbury, in which he declares, and 
is ready to confirm the declaration by the ſolemn formality of an 
oath, that a gentleman, one of Mr. W. Hill's, agents, did ſay, 
when applying to him for his vote, that I was engaged by promiſe 
to refion my ſeat in Parliament to one of the ſons of the late Lord 
Berwick, and even talked of my ingratitude for not fulfilling that 
promiſe. The ſame declaration, with the ſame inſinuation of 
ingratitude has been made by two others of his agents, 9 one in 
public company, the other in private addreſs. 


Now, I appeal to you, genilemen, whether this was not a dire& 
attack on my Sent; whether I have not proved the facts on 
which 


K 


which my charge was founded; and whether the aſſertion of 


Mr. W. Hill, when denying the facts which have tended to calum- 


niate my reputation and to leſſen my influence with my conſti- 
tuents, 1s not deſtitute of even the appearance of truth, and leaves 
him and his f:exds in an awkward predicament. I preſume not to 


determine what is his d:;f»ition of a Friend, or how many are en- 


titled to that honourable appellation, But he is here evidently 
involved in a dilemma, which reduces him to the painful alternative 
of either diſowning as 47s Friends, the gentlemen who have 
aQed under the ſuppoſition of a promiſe never made by myſelf or 
by any one for me, or of acknowledging that what he hag writer 
refuted on the moſt ircefragable evidence, is not true. And then, 
if conſiſtent and ingenuous, he mult confeſs that I have ſuffered 
injury from ſome of his friends, in conſequence of groſs miſrepre- 


ſentation, that muſt have originated ſome where. For, I have 


too high an opinion of the honour of one gentleman in particular, 
to ſuppoſe he would fabricate che report, or entertain the /ppofetion 
he has expreſſed, without ſome antecedent information, though 
indeed extremely erroneous and injurious. 


With regard to any promiſe made by my brother, Sir Richard 
Hill, which is diſengenuouſly inſin uated in Mr. W. Hill's Addreſs, 
though, no thought”? it ſeems “was ever entertained of claim- 
ing it” (yet if made, why not claimed?) I have the moſt pohive 
aſſurance from him dictated in the ſtrongeſt terms, that he never 
made any ſuch promiſe, and that the thought never entered his 
mind. As to the ſentiments of my late dear and honoured friend, 
he could never have expected that I ſhould make a * ſacrifice?” 
which would be a diſgrace to my character, and an inſult to my 
conſtituents. And I am perſuaded, whatever comprehenſion of 
mind may have diſtinguiſhed his political character, either in a 
review of the occutrences that paſſed before his eyes, or in the 
foreſight of future ones in the political world, he never could have 
„ withed”** nor ever anticipated ſuch a ſcene as that of his ſong 
riſing up, without any provocation on my part, to oppoſe and 


turn out of his ſeat in parliament, his own relation and confidential 


friend, 
| Thus, 
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Thus, gentlemen, I have laid before you a few facts, the truth 
of which can never be overturned by any deciſive evidence, ſtill 
teſs by ſpecious inſinuations: it is for you to judge how far I 
have ſucceeded in the vindication of my own character, and how far 
I am entitled to your ſupport on the approaching general election. 
A conciouſneſs of my own unvaried rectitude of conduct, and the 
favor ſhewn me by ſo many of you in the courſe of my cavaſs, give 
me the greateſt hopes, that I ſhall experience a renewal of your 
favours, and with it a renewed ſenſe of the high ligations and 
unfeigned reſpect, with which I am, 

3 GENTLEMEN, 

Your much obliged, and moſt faithful 
Humble Servant 


Shrewſbury, JOHN HILL. 
Dec. 10, 1795. 


A few days after, another Advertiſement made its appearance 
from Mr. W. Hill, in the following words. 


To the Worthy and Independent Burgeſſes and Freemen 
Burgeſſes of the Town of Shrew/bury. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IN my firſt declaration of thoſe pretenſions I have preſumed to 
form, I was under the unavoidable neceſſity of noticing ſome un- 
handſome infinuations thrown out againſt me by Mr. J. Hill ; but 
egregiouſly miſtated, as I conceived both my conduct and claims 
to be, in his publication, no traces, I flatter myſelf, either of ill 


humour or ill manners, are to be diſcovered in my reply. Nor 
: ſhall 
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ſhall ill example now, - provoke any deviation from this principle 


of afting, In refuting his arguments, I will carefully avoid imi- 
tating his anprowoled aſperity. 


He begins with accuſing me of having adopted the 3ndelicate 
and extraordiuary intention of publicly canvaſſing the town (an- 
nounced in a circular card to the inhabitants.) A proceeding, it 
ſeems, which meets Yig diſapprobation, but which has in the 
ſtrongeſt mal io been recommended to me. Was 1 diſpoſed to 
diſpute with him the ſtricteſt definition of the word public, this 
charge might be more than recriminated ; for what wwa#t of pub- 
licity was there in his own canvaſs? My information flates it to 
have been general, regular, and to an unuſual degree, preſing. The 
gentlemen who attended, were not indeed many; for which the 
beſt of cauſes might be aſſigned ; but the notoriety of the tranſ- 
action is indiſputable. 


Mr. J. Hill thus choſe his own mode of proceeding, (well ad- 
viſed, doubtleſs, for I ſcoff not at his friends.) And why not ac- 
cord to his relation the ſame privilege? I may be young, but 
am, however, more politic than to permit my adye:fary to chalk 


out the line, on which I muſt implicitly tread. It has been 


arged to ne, as the beſt and faireſt method, to take the ſenſe of 
the town by a public canvaſs, accompanied by my friends; I 
ſhall do ſo, and Mr, J. Hill may then ſee of what deſcription 
they conlif, and, of courſe, will form his own definition of their 
number and reſpectability. This eanvaſs, I repeat ſhall be open 
and public, in the face of day, A mode of proceeJing J prefer 


to the decorum of midnight folicitation—the ſleep invading alarm of 
twilight intruſion, 


To refute the reiterated accuſations of having inſidiouſly re- 


preſented my opponent under an chligatien to reign. I mult firſt 


repeat the declaration already made, and then be indulged with 
ſome obſervations upon it, I again diſown having, by myſelf or 
triends, aſſerted, chat my couſin was under any ſuch engagement. 

| Indeed, 


[ 
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| 
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Indeed, in this laſt addreſs, am not perſonally implicated ; how far 
my agents have done it, remains therefore the only queſtion for 
diſcuſſion. Now aſſure you, gentlemen, that the only agents 
commiſſioned by me, uniformly diſavow this imputation 3 and 
challenge calumny to affix it on either of them. They cannot 
prove a negative, but call on Mr. J. Hill, to name this reſpectable 
and oa:ih-taking tradeſman, as well as the ſpecific agent, who thus 
improperly committed himſglf ;—when this is done, the public 
may expect his juſtification. 


Mr. J. Hill alſo ſays, © that he has in his poſſeſſion a letter, 
received from a reſpeQable gentleman in the neighbourhood, who 
ſuppoſes that the engagement alluded to was actually made, and 
the promiſe given,” —* that the gentleman would not fabricate 
the report, or entertain the ſuppoſition without ſome antecedent 
information, though indeed extremely erroneous and injurious.”? 
— To clear up all this ambiguity, let me intreat your attention to 
the letter itſelf ; there you will read“ I always had reaſon to 

ſuppoſe Mr. J. Hill had the ſupport of the late Lord Berwick, and 
his frien ds, with the idea, that whenever a ſon of his wiſhed to be 
in Parliament, he would give him up his ſeat, and every aſſiſt- 
ance.” — Here then the public will decide between us, whether the 
foregoing letter will bear my opponent out in the conſtruction he 
is pleaſed to put upon it. And J am authoriſed by the gentle- 
man himſelf to aſſert, that he never ſuppoſed any engagement 
was actually made, or promiſe given, to my late father, in return 
for the ſupport he then afforded the preſent member.—And 
further, that the ſame gentleman wrote to Sir. R. Hill, upon find- 
ing his former letter miſrepreſented, ſtating what his idea was, and 
aſſuring him no ſuch agreement was made (indeed from delicacy 
none ſuch could be made) but that he and others had often heard my 
father intimate, his hopes that Mr. J. Hill would reſign in favour 
of one of his ſons, if approved of by the town, and thoſe gentle- 
men who had ſupported the family; which, ſrom the long fiiend- 
| ſhip that had ſubſiſted between them, he did not doubt his com- 
Plying wich. But this explanation ill according with the preſent 
4 purpoſe, 


e 


purpoſe, has been ſuppreſſed, and general invective indulged 
againſt an ambition, which, however ſoaring, never entertained 
the bold idea of monopolizing the repreſenta' ion of both town and 
eounty within a ſingle branch of one family. 


The laſt imputation refers to a converſation, which occurred 
with a common and much reſpe&ed friend. Here my adverſary 
ſeems to titad upon ice, and he ſkips over it with the utmoſt pre- 
cipitation, as well as embaraſſment. He aſks, if any promiſe 
was made, why was it not claimed I have before allowed, that 
not any actual promiſe was ever given; and have aſſerted, that 
my preſent claim to the favor and ſuffrages of the Shrewſbury 
electors, reſts on other and different foundations. But an abſolute 
neceſſity now ariſes of quoting, accurately and literally, the 
converſation alluded to: and I am thus inſtructed to tate it, 
premiſing that it occurred at Carnarvon, on» Sunday, Auguſt 2 1ſt, 
1785. Sir Richard introduced the ſubje& himſelf, by remarking, 
« That if one of Lord Berwick's ſons had been of age to have offered 
himſelf, his brother would not have thought of the borough 3”? 
and, to the beſt of this gentleman's recollection, he added, “ 
ever one of them ſhould hereafter think of it, be was ſure his brother 
ewould not be the means of keeping him out. Upon this converſa- 
tion being repeated to my father, how correct a preſentiment did 
he form of what has ſince happened ?- Ah!” replied he, 
* when John Hill has had long poſſcſſion, I fear Sir Richard will 
think very differently.” 


J have now recapitulated correctly the whole of a tranſaction, 
to the queltion in debate ſurely ſtrictly relevant, ag well as highly 
important.---I only add, that in conſequence of this gentleman 
zhinking himſelf ſtrongly implicated in my opponent's laſt ad- 
dreſs, he has ſince that publication, wich a manly conſiſtence, 
that marks his character, written to Mr, John Hill, confirming, 
in che ſtrongeſt manner, all he has ever ſaid or written on the 
occaſion, And it is at his requeſt I ſolicit that gentleman to 
ſhew, or make public, this“ Correſpondence ; adding, that be 
will ever maintain what he has thus explicitly affirmed.” 

G J cannot 


— * ˙·˙Ü] 2 — ˙ — — — — ü — 2 — ——— 


80 


— 


"© „ — — 


: 


— CO IE 


( 42 ) 

I cannot conclude this part of my exculpation, without riſking 
2 moſt obvious remark upon the univerſality of a report, which 
appears to have ſtung my adverſary moſt ſenſibly. Certaioly, 
the very general reeeption this idea has met with, is the moſt 
pointed proof how natural and reaſonable it appeared, and how | 
lingular it ſeemed to every conſiderate elector, that a ſtranger, 
comparatively ſpeaking, ſhoald attempt permanently to wreſt 
from our family, that pre-eminence in the good will of the 
Shrewſbury electors, they had ſo long and ſedulouſly endeavoured 
to merit. This obvious ſentiment too, muſt have been much 
ſtrengthened in the minds of thoſe who were acquainted with the 
Carnarvon converſation z and even ſhould Sir Richard (as his 
brother more than inſinuates) be diſpoſed te diſſent from the 
above ſtatement, we will admit him ſo to do, and join iſſue upon 
the oppoſite degree of credit the electors may give to Mis or the 
gentleman who aſſerts the fact. 


The combined teſtimony of the perſons above alluded to, pre- 
cludes, I apprehend, the neceſſity of much reflection on that part 
of my opponent's addreſs, wherein my father's ſentiments on the 
preſent controverſy are ſo boldly decided upon. Nothing is more 
clear than what his hopes and even expectations were; and I muſt 
be admitted to retort on Mr. J. Hill, that it ſeems infinitely more 
probable he would feelingly have lamented that in temperate ſpirit 
in @ relation and confidential friend, which oppoſes, not only the 
moſt pointed objection, but the keeneſt perſonal animoſity, againſt. 
the favourite wiſh of his heart. 


Having at laft gone through each ſeparate article of this mul- 
tifarious accuſation, I maſtalike congratulate my readers and my- 
ſelf, on the completion of a taſk fo peculiarly unpleafing. Why 
Mr. J. Hill has thought proper to introduce into our correſ- 
pondence, the too frequent, but unneceſſary, ill temper and il- 
liberality of election controverſy, I know not; except it may be 
concluded, that the bad ſucceſs of his late public er private can- 
vals, he may call it which by pleaſes, I venture not again to define 


it) 
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it) which was undertaken immediately before his late publication, 
may have cauſed this unjuſtiflable acrimony of expreſſion. But be 
that as it may, (tne purport of theſe addreſſes, inevitably tending 
to widen animoſities) it is not my preſent intention to proceed 
further in the altercation. Indeed J had indulged, and do ſtill in- 
dulge the hope, that a period may come, when, having tried our 
reſpective intereſts with the electors, each may reſt ſatisfied with 
their deciſion. We both have an undoubted right to offer our 
ſevices ; are both legally eligible to occupy the ſtation to which 
we aſpire, Let, then, our controverſy be conducted with tem- 


per and placability; and let us await the cataſtrophe with patience 
and good humour. 


It remains only to expr-\s my agprebenſions, that much in- 
accuracy of expreſſion may have eſcaped a pen unfledged in diſ- 
putation, ill qualified to contend with veterans in the field of 
Polemic wrangling, and to apologize, gentlemen, to you, for thig 
long intruſion upon your attention. Self defence compelled me to 

itz and in this defence I muſt confidently maintain, that truth 
has been as ſcrupulouſly adhered to, and decorum much leſs 
violated, than in the virulent invective that gave rife to it. 


With the ſtrongeſt fentiments of eſtcem and gratitude, 
I have the honour to remain, 
Gentladien, 
Your moſt devoted, and obedient 


humble ſervant, 


Shrewſbury, WILLIAM HILL. 
Dec. 15, | 


/ 
/ 


One more Addrefs from my Brother, as follows, cloſed the 
whole of this correſpondence, 


To 
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' To the Free and Independent Bulrgeſſes, and Freemen 
Burgeſſes of the Town of SHREWSBURY. 


GCGrnTLEMEN, 


THE conviction, which I am perſuaded my late addreſs muſt 
have carried to your minds, of the rectitude of my conduct, and 


of the unjuſtifiable means uſed to weaken my influence with my 


conſtituents, embold: ns me to proceed; not through any am- 
bition of having the laſt word, that meaneſt of all triumphs in 
any controverly, but principally to teſtify my reſpe& for you, 


. gentlemen, whoſe vonour I conſider ſo neceſſarily interwoven with 


my own, as to make our cage and my vindication of it one, and 
inſeparable. 


You have ſeen Mr. William Hill's laſt condeſcending and cla. 
borate performance. Though not reluQant openly to avow his 
aſpiring to political * pre-eminence,* yet he ** very modeftly dil- 
claims any qualifications for entering the field of controverſy with 
veterans ;”” his * pen” he ſays, „is unfledged in diſputation 
Some of you may, perhaps, think, that his aſpiration after par_ 
liamentary honours, at a time of life, when his genius, as well as 
his pen, muſt be anſ{edged, might require ſome apology ; and that 
as men are not intuitively wiſe, and the human intelle& 
acquires growth, and increaſes its vigour, by years, ſtudy, and 
experience, his modeſty, in one inſtance, is ſo borne down by con- 
fidence in the other, as to render this extravagant, and zbat ſuſ- 
pected. However, the very appearance of mode/y is ſo amiable in 
youth, even though nothing but an «fledged pen” he the ſubject 
of its effutions, that you will join me in moſt heartily congratu- 
lating him on this rare ſpecimen of his diffidence; the happy pre- 
ſage I truſt, of his future progreſſive advancement in a ſcience, 
which adds luſtre to every endowment, and without which even 
learning is pedantry, and youth, impertinence. 


1 Wik 
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T wiſh it were in my power to extend commendation and indulge 
hope in his favour during the preſent conteſt. But while the 
fever of ambition operates ſo ſtrongly on the natural efferveſcence 
of youth, and*the ſanguine hopes of ſurceſs in his political career 
inſpire him with confidence, no wonder that his language and his 
actions ſhould be tinctured with the proſpects that inflate his 
imagination, and the ambitious principles that govern his deport- 
ment. Ample proofs of this meet the eye of the reader in various 
parts of his laſt letter, couched under forms of expreſſion, that aim 
at witiciſm and the point and glitter of ſarcaſm, or that coin epi- 
thets and urge charges in the boldeſt but moſt aukward ſtyle of 
crimination, remote equally from truth and decency. If he 
thinks that my feelings can be for one moment“ ſtung“ or even 
diſturbed by the puenilities of an © unfledged pen,” or that 
long verboſe /ca:n periods void of grace and accuracy, and defec- 
tive in argument, can produce any other effect than that of re- 
laxing the muſcles of his readers into a /mile, he is greatly miſ- 
taken. Some of his paragraphs I beg leave to conſign over to 
the critics to be purged from their turpitude of diction, and others 
to commentators, to be elucidated. 'To me, who make no pre- 
tenſions to literary refinement, ſome parts appear involved in iuch 
obſcurity through the blundering ſtructure of the ſentences, that, 
after even frequent peruſal, they remain ablolutely unintelligible 
and, therefore, what is not to be underitood, cannot be auſwered. 
In other parts his meaning cannot be miſtaken; as in thoſe that 
follow---He charges me with © an 7ntemperate ſpirit, with the 
keene/t perſonal animoſity, with il! temper and illiberality, with acri> 
mony of expreſſion,” aud calls me his © adverſary.” 


Now, gentlemen, I preſume not to be judge in my own cauſe, 


but leave you and every man of can dour to determine whether my 
ſecond addreſs to you, which I boured to make as cool, diſpaſ- 
Gonate and argumentative as poſſible, merited the oblequy which 
he has directed againſt it. From what ſource he has derived ſa 
many brilliant tropes and metaphors, vr from what Lane he has 
culled ſuch pretty flowers of rhetoric, Wuh Which to decorate his 
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Ayle and amuſe his readers, I think it beneath me to inquire, 
A crop ſo luxuriant tranſplanted to St. Stephen's Chapel would 
make ſenators ftare, and keep the moſt ſomnolent awake. De- 
lightful preſage of future eloquence ! P 


That youg gentlemen, may have one ſtriking and deciſive ſpe- 
cmen how far Mr. William Hill adheres to truth and fair repre- 
ſentation, Þ} refer you to his ſecond paragraph; where the pooreſt 
Sophiſm is uſcd, to blind the eyes of his readers, and elude the 
evidence of a plain matter of fact; a /op-:/mn, ſo groſs, as not to 
be detected by the moſt undiſcerning, and of ſo diſhonourable a 
complection as to add inſult to injury. My canvaſs, the two firſt 
days, was a private one, in the fri ſenſe, in which a private 
canvaſs is always underſtood. Out comes his card, charging me 


with having made a public canvaſs, and announcing his intention 


of making a public one, in conſeqnence. I aſſured the public that 
he was miſtaken, and appealed to my friends for the truth of my 
cecl-ration. The evidence of the fact, and the truth of my ap- 


peal he does not attempt to overthrow, for, ke cannot ; but flying 


from the queſtion, charges me merely with “ accuſing him of 
having adopted an intention of publicly canvaſſing the town.“ 
Here he ſtops, and leaves out the very thing of which I really ac- 
culed him, that of charging me with having made a public canvaſs, 
contrary to the moſt undeniable evidence, Iuſtead of retracting . 
what was not true, and ſuſpending what on that grou!'d was an 
indelicate and extraordinary propoſal,” he ſays, © the notoriety of 
ihe tranſaction was indiſputable.” Of what tranſaction? that I 
made a pablic canvaſi? Thus having circulated an untruth in his 
card, though convicted of a diſhonourable aſſertion, he ſtands forth 
with unbluſhing modeſty, not to etract, but to avow a tranſac- 
tion, w ich in this laſt ſtage of it, ſupaſſes any thing I ever ſaw, 
in point of evaſion and diſhonourable repreſemtation. What a 
Pity, fince his pen is unfledged in diſputation, that it is not 

fledged in he fair repreſentation of facts. 


\ 


But another ſpecimen of his mode of adherence to truth, ap- 
pears in the third paragraph. Elated with the proſpect of numbers 
on 
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on his public canvaſs, and raviſhed with the idea of ſuch a 
triumphant ſcene, flattering equally to the vanity and the hopes 
of aſpiring youth, becauſe exhibited too, © in the face of day ;*? 
he contraſts with this “open and public exhibition,” whaf he 
calls the decorum of midnight ſolicitation.” My diſtance from 
Shrewfbary, and the ſhortneſs of the days, may, I hope, be a 
ſufficient apology for continuing my canvaſs after dinner. As 
neither my cauſe nor my character could dread an expoſure to even 
the blaze of day, the light of the frmament, as well as the light 
of truth, bear equal teſtimony to the rectitude and purity of my 
conduct; nor, for my/elf have I any reaſon to ſhrink from. the 
cloſeſt inveſtigation. But, as to the indirect charge of the . ſo- 
licitation'“ of votes at © midnight,” it is not true; and Mr. 
W. Hill muſt have known it to be falſe, when he wrote the ground- 
leſs inſinuation. But, truth ſeems to have been ſacrificed here, 
for the ſake of a line of unintelligible rhaplody. But, however 
fiction may be allowed in verſe, it is unpardonable in proſe. All 
inſinuations, however, on this ſubje&, come with a very ill grace 
from him ; fince, I have been aſſured by gentlemen, of whoſe 
honour and authenticity of information, 4 can have no doubr, 
that for three weeks, before I made any canvaſs at all, ſome of 
his party paid nightly wi/its to the houſes of freemen, in ſearch of 
votes, My young relation ſeems, on ths ſubje&, not ſuſhciently » 
aware, that the reGzituce of a cauſe doe not ueceſſarily depend on 
the number of its patrons, and that works of darkneſs may be 
perpetrated in open day.---The publicity in ſuch a cafe adds to 
the audacity and guilt of the tranſaction. 


I complained to you Gentlemen, on a former occafion, that I 
bad been injured, through the induftrious circulation of 4 report 
that I was under an engagement to reſign my ſeat in Parhament, 
to one of the ſons of the late Lord Berwick. I produced two 
principal inſtances in proof of the juſtice of that complaint, and 
in confirmation cf the probahle injury done to my political in- 
tereſts, and to my character as an honeſt man. One cf the in- 


ſtances alluded to, was that of a reſpectable gentleman, whoſe 
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letter led me naturally to conclude, that in the transfer of his in- 
tereſt to Mr. W. Hill, he ated under the ſuppoſition of my having 
engaged to reſign. My opponent has introduced the principal 
part of that letter into his laſt Addreſs to you, in proof that the 
gentleman was influenced by no ſuch ſuppofition, but has omitted 
the laſt ſentence, which I think neceſſary to the explanation of 
the whole. © Therefore” ſays that Gentleman, “I ſhall give 
Mr. W. Hill, every ſapport.” I acknowledge that every man is 
the molt proper expoſitor of his own language, where from ob- 
ſcurity of ſubject, or any accidental ambiguity of expreſſion, 
there is a poſlibility of miſtaking his meaning. Yet, with all the 


* 


' eandour and attention that I excrciſed in the peruſal of the letter, 


where the author ſays, He always had rea/on to ſuppoſe Mr. J. 
« Hill, had the ſupport of the late Lord Berwick and his friends, 
c with the idea, that whenever a Son of his wiſhed to be in 
Parliament, he (Mr. J. Hill), would give him up his ſeat, 
* and every aſſiſtance,” and that zherefore, be ſhould give 
% Mr. W. Hill every ſupport;“ does it not ſeem, by the moſt 
candid rules of interpretation, that the idea” entertained of 
my reſigning in favour of one of Lord Berwick's Sons, is the 
aſſigned cauſe of that gentleman's transferring his intereſt to Mr. 
W. Hill? that that ** idea”? muſt have been conceived from mere 
ſuppoſition, which 1s no ground at all, or that of previous infor- 
mation? and that I was juſtified in drawing the inference J did, 
from the letter in queſtion, when the whole is read, and not pro- 
duced in the mutilated form, in which it has been laid before the 
public, by my opponent. | 


I am happy now to inform you, Gentlemen, that in con- , 
ſequence of my exertions in hunting calumny-through all its ſub- 
terfuges, my very enemies now begin at laſt to confeſs their belief 


that no compromiſe, agreement or promiſe whatever, reſpecting my 


ſeat in Parliament, was ever made by me to Lord Berwick, or 
any one elſe; and this is even acknowledged under the hand of 
my opponent. I hear now of nothing but ſome, Hints, Hopes, 
and Wiſes,” But as they were not mine, I leave ſuch invocent 

chimgzas 
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chimeras in the quiet poſſeſſion of thoſe, who amuſed their own 
imagination with them, and made them the inſtrument of inflat- 
ing vanity, that ought to have been repreſſed. As far as my 
Brother is implicated in the queſtion, he will in a ſhort time 
anſwer for himſelf, by an appeal to the public. Since Mr. W. 
Hill, with an air of unbecoming triumph, ſolicits an inveſtigation 
of the evidence from the reſpectable Tradeſmen alluded to before, 
he may depend upon 1t, proper meaſures ſhall be taken to ſub- 
ſtantiate his teſtimony vp9r oath before credible witneſſes ; and to 
prove, by ſuperadded evidence, the fact of my honour having been 
attacked by ſome of the Friends and Agents of my Opponent. 


And now, Gentlemen, after offering you my warmeſt ac- 
knowledgements for the generous and very flattering ſupport L 
have received in the courſe of my canvaſs, I have only to aſſure 
you upon my word of honour, that I am determined to abide the 
1ſfue of the preſent conteſt; and never to deſert my friends, I 
will meet you, if life be ſpared, on the day of election. And, as 
our cauſe 1s good, for it is the cauſe of Liberty, I am reſolved that 
we ſhall ſtand or fall together. With this reſolution, and with 
ſentiments of the moſt unfeigned regard, 


I have the Honor to be, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obliged and moſt faithful 


humble Servaat, 


Shrewſbury, JOHN HILL. 
Dec. 17, 1795. 
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